
School of Science and Mathematics 
202 Calhoun Street, 2nd Floor

Free admission  - donations appreciated
Hours: 11 – 4PM, open every day except Wednesday, 

INCLUDING WEEKENDS
Contact: Call Stacey Hassard 

in the Geology Department to book 
a group visit at 843-953-5589, or email 
Mace Brown [brown.mace@gmail.com] 

for further information/questions.

• Student docents offer tours to any 
visitor, free of charge

• Please contact Stacey Hassard 

by phone (843-953-5589) or email 
(yanagawask@cofc.edu) to book group 
tours or plan activities for school groups/
home schooling lessons.

• Prep lab classes are offered by Mace 
Brown to groups and fossil clubs – email 
Mace at brown.mace@gmail.com for 
more information.

Opportunities:

• Rotating student exhibits on such 
topics as giant ground sloths of the 
Southeast, Mazon Creek fauna and fl ora, 
the evolution of horses in North America, 
and more.

• Aquatic additions, including saltwater 
crocodiles and brand new dugongs and 
manatees

• Local mastodons and mammoths on 
full display

• Museum store, with t-shirts, sharks 
teeth, and more!

Your donations help us expand and 
improve our displays!

Coming Attractions:



“Charleston is known for its colorful history from 
colonial days to the Revolutionary War siege by the 
British to the fi rst shots of the Civil War. But now visitors 
can glimpse much further back - billions of years back.” 

- Bruce Smith, Associated Press

“The skeletons in Mace Brown’s closet now belong 
to the College of Charleston and they are on display for 
free.” 

- Bo Peterson, Post & Courier

“Every fi rst class institution should have a natural 
history museum… [this collection] is amazing it its 
quality, its diversity, and its timespan.”  

- College of Charleston anthropology professor,

Dana Cope

“The collection contains some of the world’s best 
specimens – meaning intact fossils, not casts or plastic 
replicas. 

The collection’s focus is on North American land and 
sea creatures, and more than 90% of these lived in South 
Carolina at some point over millions of years.”

 - College of Charleston’s Momentum magazine, 

Winter 2013

“We are so pleased to have this exquisite collection 
of fossils at the College. This priceless resource will 
bring national and even international recognition to 
the College and be enjoyed by students, faculty, staff, 
visitors, and school children for generations to come.” 

- Former College of Charleston President, P. George 

Benson

Press Quotes

“A new fossil species supports an early origin for toothed whale echolocation” – Nature, April 2014

 “This is a remarkable addition to the already incredible Mace Brown Museum of Natural History. I 

am delighted the new exhibit will be enjoyed by our campus and Charleston communities and visitors from 

around the country and the world.” - College of Charleston President Glenn McConnell. 

“The exhibit is a fantastic addition to the Mace Brown Natural History Museum, highlight a 

particularly fascinating evolutionary history.” - Mike Auerbach, Dean of the School of Sciences and 

Mathematics at the College of Charleston.

The new whale exhibit

Take a walk through time and see how ancient life evolved and adapted to new environments over millions of 
years, and see what kinds of animals roamed the Charleston peninsula during the Ice Ages! This is the only museum 
in South Carolina devoted solely to fossil material, and has specimens on display from every geologic period, 
showcasing local and global change over time.

Overview

• Prep lab: See our working preparatory lab where professors and students catalog and prepare some of our 
specimens for display. See fossils in the process of being prepared, repaired, and mounted for display

• Oceanic Life: This exhibit spans the history of marine life on Earth, covering the topic of climate change, 
extinctions, convergent evolution, and common ancestry. Student-prepared fossil turtles are on display, as well as 
several examples of marine predators of the past.

• Ice age megafauna: Giant mammals roamed throughout the Southeast during the chilly Pliocene and Pleistocene 
– our museum has examples of sloths, armadillos, beavers, mammoths, 
and saber-toothed cats.

• Petrifi ed wood and prehistoric plants: Amazing specimens range 
from Permian ferns to various examples of ancient petrifi ed trees, some 
of which are still alive today.

• Evolution of Whales: Fantastic new local specimens combine 
with world-class research and displays to show how the four-limbed 
land-dwelling ancestors of modern whales and dolphins evolved over 
time to be completely aquatic.

• Rotating student exhibits: researched and prepared entirely by 
geology students taught by Mace Brown. 

Highlights


